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engaged as deck hands on steamers. The fisheries at this point being very proli-
fic, afford the Indians an abundaut supply of food.

The Tndians of Chamewawin and Moose Lake—who form one band, and whose
roserve is situated at those points on the easterly part of the Saskatchewan—sup-
port themselves mainly by hunting and fishing. They do a little, however, in
the way of planting. Thero are two schools in operation on the reserve. They
bave erected some new houses, and, with game and fish, manage to sustain
themsolves.

The Tndians of the Pas, which point is situated farther West on the Saskatche-
wan, are distributed in separate communitics, settled on reserves at the Pas,
Birch River and Pas Mountain, They still sabsist, for the most part, by hunting
furbearing animals, and on fish and game. They, however, farm to some extent ;
those at Birch River, where the land is very fertile, doing more in that line than
the other members of the band. There are two schools in operstion at the Pas.
Both of these institutions are favorably reported of. At the Pas and Birch River
many of the housos are substantially built and some of tho fields are well fonced.

The Indians on the reserve at Camberland having complained of the inadapta-
bility of the soil for farming, land near Fort  Ia Corne has been allotted to such
of them as desire to farm. These Indians likewiso live principally by hu
gomo and farbearing animsls, and on fish, They have an excellent school in
operation on the reserve,

The four bands last described are embraced in one agency, the incumbeat of
which is stationed at the Pas. The rosorves they ocoupy are situated tho farthest
east of any in the district of Saskatehewan—the next reserves westward being
situated near Fort & la Corne.

The agent, in his report, describes the loyalty of these Indians in the follow-
ing terms :—

“ Early in May the news of tho rebellion reached us. Bat from that date to
this T have seen no signs of disloyalty smong these bands. This, [ boliove, to be
chiefly owing to the benefits of religion, which, for many years, they have learned
10 appreciate. Even the heathen Indians in this district appear to bo inflacnced
toa certain extent by christianity : for it is now over forty years since the
Church Missionary Society sent missionaries into this part. Some Pas Mountain
Indians who, I believe, had been living at or near Fort & la Corno, fled back to the
‘mountain, not wishing to join the rebellion.”

The Indian population of this agency is one thousand four hundred and
twenty-three. They occupy two bundred and forty-two dwellings, own thirty-
four barns, have seventy-four and a half sores under tillage, of which fourteen
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and a half acres were newly broken this year. They raised one thousand five hun-
dred and ninoty-three bushels of produce and cut sixty-four tons of hay. Value of
the fars and fish captured by them is estimated at about 824,600,

The reserves of Chiefs John and James Smith are occupied by one hundred
and eighty-six and one hundred and forty-two Indians respectively. Th latter is
situated near Fort i I Corne, the former on the South Saskatchewsn; and the
Reserve of Chekastapaysen, near that of John Smith, is occupied by fifty-two
Indians, These reserves are the most essterly of the Indian reserves in the
Carlton district. Schools are in operation on tho two first namod reserves.
Thero is also tho reserve of Chief Willism Twatt, on Stargeon Lake, which is
occupied by one hundred and forty eight Indians. These bands, as elsewhere
stated, remained loyal during the troubles.

Chief Ke-pa-ha-wek-omin's band consists of fifty-cight souls, occupying a
reserve on Meadow Lake; and Chief Kennomsy-tays' band, consisting of
one hundred and six souls, are located on & Roserve on Assiniboine Lake. These
localitios are better known under tho genoral term of Green Lake. The band last
referrod to looted the Hudson's Bsy Company's stores at Green Lake during the
troubles.

The band of the Sioux Chiof White Cap, consisting of two hundred souls, have
their reserve in tho Moose Woods. At Dack Lake the reserve of Boardy and Oke-
masis is situated. Thoso bands consist of two hundred and forty souls; and on
the opposite sido of the river, on the south branch, is the reserve of One Arrow,
whose band numbers ninety-one souls. The Indians of tho three bands last reforred
10 took & prominent part in tho late robellion. North-west of Carlton, in the
Snalko Plains, the reserves of Chiofs Mis-tah-wah-sis and Ahtah-kah-koop, occu-
pied by one hundred and ninety and one hundred and eighty Indians respec
tively, aro located. These chiefs and their followors remained loyal during the
troubles.

The band of Pote-qua-quay consists of one hundred and twenty-nine souls.
Somo of them, and the chief, joined the rebels. Their reserve is situsted on Muskeg
Lake.

The agent for the district, Mr. J. B, Lash, who was made a prisoner by

the insurgents, reports as follows in respect to the meritorious conduct of the two
h-kab-k d their farming instructor :—

© Chiefs Mis-ta-wa-sis and Ah-tab-kakoop deserve great credit for the stand
they took, and the manner in which they controlled their bands, ~Situsted a short
distance from the headquarters of the rebels, every effort was made to induce
them to take up arms. Instructor Chnﬂoy in chargo of theso bands, remained at
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his post, and through his inflaence and mavagement tho hord of cattle was saved
from falling into the hands of the enemy. This was accomplished by removing
the bands, with all the movablo property that could be taken, to Sturgeon Lake,
some twenty miles north of Prince Albert.”

The yield in 1884 from the land planted on the reserves in the Carlton dis-
triot was very much less than was anticipated. O the
was obliged to farnish liberal supplies of food for the Indians. Fisheries, with
competent overseers, were also established, with & view to reduce as much as
‘possiblo the expenditure on food supplies. The agent reports as fallows in respect
to the feelings of the Indians before the half-breed insurrection broke out, and
the connection of the three bands of One Arrow, Okemasis and Beardy, there-
with :—

“Shortly after Riel's appearance in the country the Indians held & meeting at
Duck Lake, which was attended by Big Beac and other Indians from the north,
This meeting concladed by the Indians of this district declaring their loyalty, and
nothing transpired to excite suspicion during the fall and winter. In February the
half-breeds in the vicinity of Batoche held several meetings, in none of which the
Tndians took part, but remained on their reserves. Tho oxcitement then prevailing
was entirely confined to the halfbreeds. On visiting the various reserves tho
Indians appesred to bo perfectly contented, and expressed themselves thankful for
the liberal assistance extended to them throughout the winter.

“On the morning of the 18th March word was brought to me that some half-
breods wre tampering with the Indians on One Arrow's reserse. I immodiately
proceeded o that point, passing through Duck Lake and Batoche en route. At both
places I mado the necessary enquiries, but failed to discover anything to lead to the
supposition that an early resort to arms wasexpected. On arriving at the reserve,
about four and one-half miles south of Batoche, I found, on questioning the Indians,
that Gabriel Damont had been on the reserve the previous evening and invited the
band to attend a meoting the following day. I then drove to chief One Arrow's
house, and explained to him, as strongly as T could, the importance of keeping his
band on the reserve, and not listening to any stories that might be circulated
throughout the camp by outsiders. This he appeared thoroughly to appreciate, and
spoke in glowing terms of the loyalty of himself and his band, On returning to
Batoche, and when within a short distance of that place, I was surrounded by an
armed mob of about forty half-broeds, commandd by Riel, who gave orders to make
‘me and my interpreter prisoners. This was done, and I remained a prisoner in the
rebel camp until released by General Middleton's column on the 12th May.

“Tho bands of Beardy and Okemasis remained neutral for a fow days, but
were finally persuaded to join the rebels, through the inflaence of the half breods,
xxxix
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seconded by the supplies of various kinds, such as prosents to their camps, from
the plunder captured at Batoche.”

On the return of the Tndians to their resorves, after the insurrcction in this
part of the country hud been put down by force of arms, the season was 100 far
advaaced to admit of much being planted and successful results following. Conse-
quently, this year's harvest has beon small,

The thirteen bands last described are incladed in the Prince Albert, formerly
the Carlton, agency.

Besides the schools already mentioned, there are schools in operation on the
reserves of chiefs Ab-tab-ka-koop and Mis-ta-wasis.

These bands oceupy three hundred and forty-four dwellings, own one hundred
and ten barns and stables, have two thousands and thirteen acres under tillage, of
‘which two hundred and sixty-three acres and a half were newly broken in 1884,
from which they raised six thousand eight hundred and forty-eight bushels of
produce and cut six hurdred and twenty-five tons of hay. They have in use
one thousand one hundred and eleven farm implements and four hundred and
eighty-five heads of live stock, The value of fish caught by them in 1884 is esti
mated at $2,950 ; and the furs taken by them ‘are considered to have boen worth
9,550,

Ta the vicinity of Bauleford the following bands of Indians occupy reserves :
In the Eagle Hills the Creo band of Red Pheasant, consisting of one hundred and
forty-nine souls, and the Stony bands of Mosquito, Bear's Head, and Lean Man,
two hundred and forty-nine souls ; at Jackfish Croek the Creo bands of Moosomin,
one hundred and forty-five souls, and Thunder Child, two hundred and fifty souls ;
on Battle River the Creo bands of Poundmaker, two hundred and two souls ;
Sweot Grass, two hundred and forty-seven souls, and Little Pine, three hundred
and eloven souls. All of these Tndians, with the exception of the band of Mooso-
min, were induced to join the half-breed robols. The band last referred to as
having remained loyal, when thoy heard rumors of the probable oatbreak removed
north of the Saskatchewan taking with them their cattlo and such sapplies as
they could carry, in order o be out of the way of the troable. Thunder Child and
& portion of his band adopted a similar course, bat eventually having ran short of
supplios, they were forced to seek the rebel camp, in order to save themselves from
starving.

‘The agent for the district reports, with rospectto the behavior and foclings of
the disaffected Indians before and their conduct during the outbreak, as follows

“ During summor a good deal of new land was broken, now fences put up, and
4 large quantity of hay cut,
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“The payments went off quietly, and, owing to competition, goods wore sold at
& remarkably low figare, which enabled the Indians to clothe themselves and their
families better than usual,

“Rabbits were plentiful during winter, and this helped them greatly in their
food supply, and all seemed happy and contented with their lot, till about January,
when messengers began to come and go from all sections of the country, and I saw
there was unessiness among them. In February the Indians cut three hundred
cordsof wood for the contractor who supplied the industrial school, and five hundred
cords for the Mounted Police, This enbled them to procure clothing and other
necessaries, and all appeared contented. Then I found that messengers wero being
sent from Riel to them, and I visited the reserves frequently, trying to quict their
fears ; for amongst other things they were told that soldiers were on their way,
cither to make them (the Indisos) soldiors, or kill them. From confidentisl men
whom I had amongst them, I found that all were very uneasy and unsettled. On
the 24thjMarch I started to visit the reserves, going. first to Swoot Grass' resorve,
then to Poundmaker's and Little Pine's, Knowiog the tomper of the Indians, T
took out presents of tea and tobacco for each band. On my arrival at these
roserves I found the Indians very sulky, though they had nothing to complain of,
nor did they make any demands. I gave each band the tes and tobacco I had
brought out for them, bat even this did not seom to cheer thom. On Saturday,
the 28th, I visited the Stoneys, and gave them also tea and tobaceo. They seemod
glad to got it, and had no complaints to make. Their instructor (Payne) said:
T believe the Crees are up to mischief, and in case you neod assistance the Stoneys
wil fight for the whites; they told me so. Poor follow! his confidence in them
laced, for on the following Monday he was mardered by them in cold

was mi
blocd

“On Sunday morning T was astonished at gotting word that the Indians from
the various reserves (excepting Moosomin's and Thunder Child’s) were within
cight milos of Battleford, sud all armod and in their war paint ; and, later in the
day, that they bad already raided the houses of settlers en route. On Monday they
raided the stores and houses in the town south of Battle River, reports of which
you have already had. Horses and waggons were taken from farmers coming in
with their families, and were glad to escape with their lives.

“Tho bands of Moosomin and Thun ler Child, hearing what was about to take
place, moved north of the Saskatchewan before the insurrection took place, taking
with them their oxen and supplies, or at loast as much as thoy could  but the river
was breaking up and the crossing was most dangerous. All th other bands joined
in the rebellion. There is one man, Baptiste, brother to Chief Red Pheasant, who
deserves oqual credit with Moosomin and Thunder Child, as he saved Instructor
Applogarth's life, by helping him to got sy from the resorve. As it was, Apple-
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garth had to leave all his goods behind, and they were being taken by Indians

before his eyes, while he was gotting the horses and waggon ready to make a start,

“Tho Indians, in their madness, destroyed everything in their way. Seed grain
was emptiod out and mixed with flour aud bacon. Cattle were killed by the dozen.
Mowers and reapers were smashed, and whools of sulky rakos cut to pieces. Tools
and imploments were wantonly destroyed. Tho scene after the surrender i
almost indescribable, and the loss to the Government in cattle, implements, seed
grain and provisions is tremendons. Of tho latter, there wero enough on the
Teserves to last il the end of June.”

By the time the insurrection was quolled the season was too far advanced to
admit of much of a crop being planted. Some barley, potatoes and turnips were,
however, sown on each resorve; and the greater number of the disaffected
Indians returned to the reserves and engaged in farm work.

The Tndians of the cleven bands in the Battloford agency occupy one hun-
dred and forty-four dwellings, own thirty.seven barns and stables, have under
cultivation one thousand two hundred and nine scres, have in use six hundred and
eighty-five farm implements, and two hundred and eighty-ono heads of live stoek.
They raised, in 1884, two thousand niue hundred and seventy bushels of produce,
and cut eight hundred and eighty five tons of hay. The value of the fish caught,
and of the furs captured by them, is estimated at $1,800,

There were, before the troubles occurred, schools in operation on the reserves
of Red Pheasant, Poundmaker and Chief Moosomin,

No report or returns have been received from Frog Lake, owing to the fact
that the Indian agent for that locality was massacred by a member of the band
of Big Bear, called Wandering Spirit, who subsoquently paid the extreme penalty
exacted by the law for his crime.

There are ten bands of Indians in the district, distributed as follows:—

Big Bosr—aumber of sous n band, sccoding t lst years
4 souls,

This band has not, as yet, settled upon a Reserve.
Sokas kooteh’s band, at Onion Lako -.
Pay-moo.tay.alrsod's band, at Onion Lsku
Sweet Grass’ band,

Thuader Companion’s band,
Wee-mie-ti.co0-si-ah-was-sis’ hnnd ul Stony Tak
O-nee-pow hay-o's band, Frog Ll

Pusheal ke win's ba St s euk
Ke-he-win's band, Long Lako .
Kinoo say-o's band, Cold Laki

Total population, according to consus of 1834, 1,200
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Previous to the breaking out of the rebellion there were two farm instructors
in the district, ono being stationed on No-pow-hay-o's resorve, on Frog Luke, and
the other on Se kas-kootch’s reserve, on Onion Lake.

Mr. John Delaney, the instructor at Frog Lake, was massacred by one or
more of the Indians; and Mr G. G. Mann, the instructor at Onion Lake, was
obliged to abandon his post when the troubles broke out, Ho was subsequently
mado a prisoner by Big Bear's band, from whom he eventually escaped, with other
white people held as prisoners by those Indians, There was, as a consequence of
theso casualties, but little done this season in the way of farming in this agency.
Al of the Indians of the several bands in this district were induced to join the
rebels. *“Miserable Man,” one of the Indian criminals convicted of the murder at
Frog Lako of Mr. Charles Gouin, on being asked, previous o his execution for the
crime, why ho rebelled, said that Riel told Big Bear and his councillors at Dack
TLako that ho was going to start a rebellion when the leaves came out, and that a
woll known character, cither a real or an adopted son of Big Bear, was the first to
toll him of it. *Wandering Spirit,” who was executed at the same time for the
murder at Frog Lake of Mr. Thos. T. Quinn, the acting Indian agent, in answer
to the question why he took up arms, and why the Indisns rose in rebellion,
referred the enquirer to Miserable Man, as ho said ho know most about that; and
from the latter the explanation above given was clicited. It may here be stated
that the two criminals above reforred to as well as six others who had been con-
victed of similar crimes, were exocuted st Battleford on 27th November, 1885.
The names of the other criminals were: Round the Sky,” convicted of having
murdered tho Rev. Father Fafurd, 'at {Frog Lake; *Manachoas,” who was
implicated with «Miserablo Man” in the murder of Charles Gouin; “ Napahase "
or “Tron Body,” and “Little Boar,” for the murder of Mr. George Dill, at Frog
Lake; “Man without Blood,” who murdered Mr. Bornard Tremont, a white
sottler residiog on a farm nesr Battleford, and lk-toh,” who killed Mr. James
Payne, farming instructor on the Stony Indian reserve, in tho Eagle Hills, in the
Battloford district. Theso eight criminals acknowledged, in their death song on the
scaffold, that they justly merited death for the crimes of which they had been con-
victed :—sud thoy advised their frionds to be warned by the fate they had met with
10t to do a8 they had done,

Tn connection with the rising at Frog Lake, the statement of the Rev. Mr.
Quinney, missionary of the Church of England, stationed at Onion Lake, as pub-
lished in & newspaper called the Canadian Missionary, is as follows :—

“ As regards the late uprising T have no hesitation in saying that I thoroughly
believe the Indians would never have rebelled but for half-breed influences, chiefly
through Riel. Several tiwes last winter the chief at Onion Lake told me of Big
Bear's visit to Riel; how he was taken into a arge uppor room, grandly furnished,
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and even invited to sit down to table with the latter. When the Indian expressod
surprise, Riel said, ¢ Yos, my brother, this is & nice house, these ar nice things,
and T have plenty to oat, bat, if you do as I tell you, you will have a grander
house, better things, and plenty to eat. I am poor, but you will be rich. They
call you chief now, but it is for nothing. By-and-bye you will be s chief in reslity,
and what T say to you I say to all my brother chiefs, and I want you to tell them
my words when you go back’ Then he got Big Bear to sign a paper, promising
10 obey all fature orders Riel should give, and to help him in his contemplated
fight with the white man. Our chief said ho also signed the same paper, which
Riel sent round by Big Bear to all the chiefs, Big Bear said, whilst we were in
his camp, that he was acting under Riel's orders when he killed the white mon.
Ho doubtless forgot to exclude the priests. After such promises of so grand &
fature it will be easily seen the influence it must necessarily have had upon the
poor untatored savages. Many such reports wo had through the latter part of the
winter, and in spite of lengthy arguments, endeavoring w0 show the utter absur-
dity of the half-breeds and Indians thinking to fight the white man, all seemed to
no purpose. Towards the latter end of March messengers continually arrived from.
the cast, but generally managed to arrivo and depart in the night. On the 2nd
April an Indian called and said he had just come from Frog Lake, and that the
Indians were all preparing to get up a rebellion. Ho also said our chief was going
10 kill & Government ox that day. I at onco saddied my horse and rode to the
chief’s house and saw the cattle being driven up. The gun was ready loaded, snd
quite a number of Indians at the chiof’s house. I was given a seat, and the chief
began to tell me ho was going to kill an ox, and that he would give me a piece of
beof. After a long argument and earnest persuasion he put away his gun and
said, *T will take your advico.'”

“T then rode to the camp of another chief, to which the Indians were assembling
from all parts of the reservation, and Fort Pitt. He offered mo the seat of honour.
His old wife was busily engaged cutting up tobacoo. She had about a dozen plugs
and cut a little from each one, and this all being rubbed together the war pipe was
filled and, after the chiof took a few draws and performed a fow antics, he handed
itto mo. I passed it on, of course, without smoking fromit. This chief began by
sayicg I had not long to stay here, but too long, as trouble had already began, and
he advised me at once to try and got out of the country. In spite of all his coun-
sollors being there, and determined upon joining Riel's ranks, I used my best
endeavours to show them their folly in thinking that they could fight and overcome
the white man. I was here told that the Anglican and R. C. priests, together with
H. B. Co. officials would be safe, while Government offisials would bo killed, T
little thought that at that very moment so many had fallen by the marderous
hands of their fellows at Frog Luke. only 20 miles away.”
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«Qn leaviog his tent I saw nambors of Indians coming in from Fort Pitt, and
one was riding on & mare of mine. Of course ho had stolen it, but T did not know
this then, 50 I rode up to him and asked why ho had brought my mare from the
fort ? He simply laughed and said * for nothing.” T gave him a scolding, snatched
the line out of his hand, and led the mare home. One old squaw said to the man,
“you seo the minister does not care for any of you! In the evening I went along
the Frog Lake road with my gun after some geesoT had seon, and it was nearly
dark when I met two Indians coming at fall gallop. These men were bringing
the messsage of the Frog Lake murdors. The Indians then held & council, at
which they talked of murdering the farming instructor, but he escaped with his
family to fort Pitt that night. We only lived 300 yards from him, but he was
afraid to come and tell us, being 5o eager to get away.

Schools are in operation on the reserves of Sekaskootch, on Onion Lake, and
Keehowin, on Long Lake, and up to the time of the trouble  school was conducted
at Frog Lake by the Rev. F. Marchand, who was murdered st that place by
a0 Indisn or by Indians, who have, up to the prosent, eluded justice, having, it is
believed, escaped across the boundary line into the United States.

The other victims of the Frog Lake massacre besides those above referred to
were Messrs, Gowaolock and Gilchrist. Their murderers have mnot as yet been
apprehondod, nor has the marderer of Mc. John Delaney , the farm instructor.

DISTRIOT OF ALBERTA,
The Tndian agent at Edmonton reports as follows :—

“ Daring the first part of this year I found all the Indians in this district quiet
and orderly, showing a disposition to caltivate the soil and make a living at agri-
culture, and they made fair progress. In October I made the anuity payments
to all the bands in the district, excopting that portion between Victoria and Lacla
Biche, which was attended to by the agency clrk, acting under my instractions ;
and all payments wero made without trouble or disturbance, * k¥ X
Daring the annuity payments the Indian Commissioner made a tour of inspection,
and pleasod the Iudians very much by promising the various bands more working
oxen, of which they stood in great need. Acting under his instructions, I pur-
chased a fino lot of animals, which were duly distribated.”

In the north-western part of this district the following bapds are settled upon
Teserves: —

Little Hunter's band, on Saddle Lake... 07
Pecau’s, or Seenum’s band, on Whitefish Lak . 340
Poe-ay-see's band, on Lac la Bich, . 176
Antoine’s band, on Heart Lake L
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Blue Quill's band, on Egg Lako
Mus keg-a-watic's band, at Victoris
Ka-qua-num's band, on Beaver Lako ...

O the above bands, that of Chief Pecan, or Seenum, and some of Chief Blue
Quill's band, as proviously stated, remained loyal ; though messages wero sont to
them as well s to the other bands, and strong indacoments were held out to them by
Riel and by Big Bear, Littlo Pine and other disaffected Indians and half-broeds to
join the insurgents, ~Chief Pecan, who has the most numerous band in that section,
resisted the advances made to him, and kept all his followers from joining the
rebels; and when a war party came from Fort Pitt, and attempted to seize the
goods in the Hudson Bay Company's store at Whitefish Lake, this chief succoss-
fully resistod them, and in tho stragglo one man was killed.

Those bands in this section that became disaffected through following the evil
counsel given them by Riel and his followers did not proceed to the extromities
resorted to by the Indians of the Battleford and Frog Lake agencies, Thoir farm
instructor and his assistant, who were stationed on Littlo Huntor's reserve, wero
obliged, however, to abandon their posts, as the attitude of the Indians becamo
defiant, as evinced by their raiding the farm house and store. Antoine's band, at
Lac la Biche, near Heart Lake, also joined a war party of Big Bear's followers in
raiding the Hudson Bay Company's store at that point.

The bands occupying reserves nearor Edmonton, though considerably excited
by the messages received from the insurgents, committed no overt acts of violence.
They consist of :—

Souls.

The band of Pass-pass-chase, near Edmont 225
“ Tron Head, on White Lak 6)

“ Michel, on Stargeon River. 64

« Alesander, on Lac la N 217

“ Aloxis, on Stony Lake.. it 141

G Enoch alias Tommy lo Potac, on Stoney Plain... 171

“ Stragglors having no reserve 0
Total.. 938
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South of Elmonton, in the Bear Hills country, the following bands occapy

reserves i—
Souls.

The band of Muddy Bull, on Pigeon Lake. 92

it Chee-poostee-quahn, Wolf Creok. 183

“ Sharphead, on Battle River and Wolf Creek 164

“ Sampson, in Bear Hills., 31
“ Ermineskin L 125
i Bobtail “ 123

Total.. 997

The acting local Tndian sgent’s report hows that considerablo industry and
increased interest were displayed by the several bands in their farming operations
in the sesson of 1884; and the succeeding winter was, on the whole, a favorable
season for them, snow having fallen very lightly and the spring opening early in
March. The Indians had no lack of food. In fact, they had more than they
required, and were able to dispose of a surplus quantity of potatoes. A considerable
amount of sickness prevailed, and many deaths occurred, although a physician was
in attendance on the ailing.

The agent reports that in the latter part of February messages were received
by Chief Bobtail from Big Bear, ittle Pine and other Battleford Indians, and
that tho Indians bocame restless; which feeling increased after the news of the
Duck Lake fight reached thom, and they appeared to apprehend that the hostile
Indians intended coming to the Bear Hills, This excitement resulted in some of
the most tarbalent among them raiding the rosidence of the Methodist missionary
on Bobtail's reserve, and the store of the Hudson Bay Company at Battle River.
The agent, in recording the sbove facts, adds: “ The great majority of the Indians
were loyal, and refused to mix or meddle in any illegal act. * *

Since order has boen restored all have worked woll, and seem to regrot the part
taken by the fow in the troubles,

“ These Indians had no cause for siding with the rebels. In October, 1884, the
Indian Commissioner met these Indians, and listened with patience to all their
laints, real or imsginary, Wherea gri redress was i
‘promised.

“ Additional cattle, thatwere most desirod and nooded, wore given at once, The

necessary imploments were promised them. Daring the winter I was often told

by Indians that they had never boen as well off ss they now were, as regards food

—that no doubts existed in their minds of being able to mako a living by farming.”
vii
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Considerablo force is added to the rentimonts thus given expression to by
these Indians, when it is remembored that their crops tho provious season had
not been altogother successful.  They had this year 238 acres of laud brokon, of
which 163 acres were under crop; from which they raised 65 bushels of wheat, 1,084
bushels of barley, 6,285 bushels of potatoes, and 1,530 bashels of turnips, and they
cut 331 tons of hay.  The agent reports that more land was planted last spring
than could, under the circumstances, have been expected.

Tt should be added that the Indians wore in a great measaro restrained from
committiog otber unlawful acts by the good advice given them by the Rey.
Father Soollen, who remained in their midst during all the time of the excitement.

The three Stony or Assiniboine bands, whose reserve is situated at Morley-
ville, on the Bow River, are composed of six hundred and forty-seven Indians.
They all continued loyal daring the troubles. Thoy depend upon hunting fur-
bearing animals and game for & subsistenco, They are excellent hunters, and this
stands them in g0od steud, as tho soil on their resorve is not adapted for agricul-
tare. They own a large herd of cattle, which is annually increasing in number.
The Department has always ample supplies on hand on the reserve for the relief
of the infirm, agod, sick and holpless members of the band, as well as for meeting
the need of the other Tndians, should their hunt prove a failure.

A day school and an orphanage aro in operation on this reserve, The latter
institation is of the industrial type. Both cstablishment are conducted under the
auspices of the Mothodist Church.

The Stony bands above referred to, and tho Sarceo band, whose reserve is
situated to the south-west of Calgary, have been recently placed under the super-
vision of an agent stationed on the latter reserve. These bands wore last year
included in one agency with the Blackfoot baod, who ocoupy the reserve at the
Blackfoot Crossing. ~ But it was found that ono agent was not sufficient for the
exercise of that close supervision which is necessary for the sucoessful management
of Indians settled upon reserves in such close proximity to leading centres of white
population. The Sarcee band, which numbars sbont two hundred and sixty-four
souls, is more especially exposed to the temptations incident to such proximity,
their reserve being but s few miles from Calgary. Already tho presence of a resi-
dent agent on that reserve has effected a sensiblo improvement in tho tone of the
band. Theso Indians all remained loyal during the troublos,

On the reserve at the Blackfoot Crossing the Blackfoot band still continues
to prosper, their worthy chief, Crowfoot, setting them & good example. This
chief’s meritorious conduct during the late trouble is specially referred to in
another part of this roport. They had a bountiful harvest in 1884, which enabled
them to disposo of a largo surplus quantity of vegatables, and thus procure
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clothing and other requisites for the winter. These Indians true to the instinets
that have guidel them in tho past, remained loyal during tho trcubles on
the North Saskatchewan.

They offered their services to the Governmont to assist in puttiog down the
insurgents, but it was not considered politic to take advantage of the offer. Some
of them were, however, employed a3 scouts, for the purpose of watching for any
war parties of half breeds or Indians from the north that might be going south
10 cause trouble.

There is a good school in operation on the reserve. The industrial institution
at High River, established in the interests of the Indian youth of the south
western portion of the Territories, is not far distant from this reserve. In the
winter twenty-throe children were undergoing & course of instruction at the
institation, but their parents becoming alarmed when the insurrestion on the
North Saskatchewan broke out, lest a war party of Crees might suddenly appear
and tako the children prisoners, removed them to the reserve.

Tn consequence of the dearth of wuod on this tract, the Department has had
to employ wire, to a large extent, in foncing the fields. Roots were extensively
planted, grain being but sparingly sowa, as there are no grist mills in the vicinity
at which it can be turned into flour. The Dopartment is gradually introducing
oxen for agricultural use on this reserve, and on others in its vicinity, as the
Tndian horses are too light to do good work at ploughing, The Blackfeet have
prejudico against the uso of oxen, but it is hoped that they will, as they become
accustomed to them, get over it. The population of these Indians numbers two
thousand one hundred and fifty-one.

The Blackfoot, Stony and Sarceo bands have five hundred and forty acres of
land under tillage, whereof fifty-eight acres were newly broken during the past
year. They raised fifteen thousand five hundred and twenty-six bushels of pro-
duce, and cat ove huadred and sixty tons of bay. They oceupy two hundred and
ninety-cight dwellings, own forty-six barns and stables, and have seven hundred
and fiftysix implements sud ono thousand six hundred and sixty-three heads of
live stook in use. The value of tho fars captured (principally by the Stonys) is
estimated at 85,000,

The Blood Indians, who form another and the most numerous branch of the
great Blackfoot Nation, occapy & reserve near Fort McLeod. They worked well
during the two last seasons, and were rewarded by having bountiful crops, They,
s were also their brethven st the Blackfoot Crossing, were permitted to dispose
of a surplus quantity of vegetables from the crop of 1881. The Indian agent for
this reserve and that of the Piegan Indians, whoso headquarters had been at Fort
McLeod, was recently removed to and istioned upon the Blood eerve. That

xlix
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officer reports that the industry of the Indians surprises him, and that their work
in ploughing and fencing their fields was well and willingly dono. As on the Black-
foot reserve, 0 also here—wire has had to be used for fencing. None of theso
Tndians joined or sympathised with the insurgents. Their head chief, Red Crow,
exercised a good influonce over them. This chiof deserves special commendation
for his loyalty and general good eonduct. Tobacco was more than once sent from
some of the disaffected half-breeds or Indians, in tho hope that he would smoks it,
and thus indicate a disposition to assist tho robels. Tho staurch old chief, how-
‘aver, on each occasion, returned the tobacco and declined to listen to the messages
sent him. Some of the young men, however, whoso martial ardor was fired by
reports from the north, left in small partios for the United States, but none of
them joined the rebels. A fow of these Indians wore employed as scouts to watch
the frontier,

Theso Tndians numbor two thousand three hundred and ten souls.
There are two schools in operstion on the roserve.

The Piogan Indians, whoso reserve is situsted on Old Man's River, near Fort
MelLeod, have also had good crops for the past two seasons. In fact, they had moro
potatoes last winter than thoy could either use or sell.

These Indians remained loyal and peacosblo during the troubles, their chief,
Eaglo Tail, who has, [ regret to report, recently died, setting them a good example
in this respect. The population of the band is nine hundred and forty-two.

Ou the two reserves last referred to thero’ are three hundred and seventy-one
acres under tillage, from which fifteen thousand ono hundred and eighty bushels of
produce were raised and eighty-five tons of hay cut in the autumn of 1884, The
Indians on theso reserves ocoupy two hundred and ninety-nine dwellings, own four
barns and stables, have in use one thousand four hundred and ninety implements,
and ono thousand eight hundred and two heads of live stock.

DISTRICT OF ASSINIBOIA AND THE WESTERN PORTION OF MANITOBA.

The Indian bands and reserves in these parts of the Territories were, until
quite recently, under the supervision of two agonts, being distributed in tho
following manner :—

Indion Head Agency.

Souls.
Day Star's band, Touchwood Hills. 1S
b¢ quahn’s band, Hills 282

¢ Mahwekesiquupo (formerly Ka-wakatoo's) band, Touch-
z wood Hill 170
202

Georgo Gordon's band do do ..
1
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Souls
Yellow Quill's band  Fishing and Nut Lakes... 311
Little Black Bear's do  File Hills. it
Star Blanket's do do 89
Pa-peckeesis’, do do 124
Okanese's do do 8 —

Cowesis', or Little Child's  do  Crooked Lakes.

Sakimay's

Kab-kee-wis-ta-haw's do do

do do

Och-a po-wace's(formely Kah-
keosheway's or Loud

Voice's) do

Auchaness’ do

Pi-a.pot's do

Maus-cow-pe-tung’s do

Pasqual’e do

Standing Buffalo's do

Mao-whotook thecost’s  do  Indian Head.....

Long Lodge's do do - .

Ouchaness’ do  Crescent Lake.
Birtle Agency.

Coté's band, at Fort Pelly.

Keosee-koose's do do

Tho Key's do do

The Gambler's do  Assiniboino River,

Shapwaynatung’s (formerly

Way-waysecappo's)  do  Bird Tail Creek,.

South Quill's

Pheasant Ramp's do
Ocean Man's do
White Bear's do
Keesee-koo woenin's do
Enoch's do
Wad-bud-is kn's do

do

Ka-dom-i-nie’s

do  Rolling Rive
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Owing to the difficultics attendant upon ono agent superintonding so many
bands and roserves as were embracod in tho Indian Head Agency, the farm
instructor at File Hills was appointed acting sgent for the bands and reserves at
that point, and the late agency clork at Indian Head was appointed to & similar
position at Touchwood Hills, and Mr. Lash, who was Trdian agent at Carlton
when the rebellion broke out, and was made a prisoner by the rebols, was removed
to the Qu'Appelle Lake, and was entrusted with the supervision of the bands and
reserves of the locality.

The farming instractor of the bands near Indian Hoad has been made acting
agont for the bands and resorves of that locality ; while the bands and reserves at
Crooked Lakes have been included in s soparato agency, under the control of the
Indian agent formerly stationed at Indian Head, who, for the prosent, also exer-
cises a general supervision over the several acting agents above mentioned.

The reserves oceupied by the numerous bands of Indians in these agencies
being sitaated mearer to the scene of the insurrection and in the direct line of
commuication between the north and south, messages from the insurgents wero
naturally more frequent and urgent than those sent the more remote bands. And
while, on the one hand, the reports of any slight temporary advantage gained by
the insurgents were exaggerated, on the other hand the Indians were warned by
these messengers that should the troops bo successfal in defeating the rebels,
they would attack them on their return, whether they had taken part in the
insurrection or not. The minds of the Tndians of these parts were consequontly
greatly distarbed, and a fow individual members of some of tho bands listened to
and were influenced by these false messages to such a dogreo that some of them
went north and took part with the rebels, and others plundered the houses of
soveral white settlers, and killed a fow cattlo. For thoso outragos several of the
guilty partios aro serving torms of imprisonment in the Manitoba penitentiary,
and others, who, though less implicated, woro aiding and abetting in the orimes,
have been committed 40 gaol for & more limited torm.

The Indians, generally, however, followed the advice given them by the officers
of this Department, who kept constantly moving among them and counselling
them to remain quietly on thoir reserves. Tho Indian Commissioner for Manitoba
and the North-West Territories also repeatedly visited them, as he did the Indians
at other points. Thus, tho evil influences brought to bear by the messages of the
insurgents on the Indians of these agencies wero, for tho most part, nullified.

A despatch was recoived from Chief Piapot, whoso band is the most numerous

in the above agencies, expressive of tho loyalty and attachment of himselfand his

followers to Her Majesty. A similar despateh, oxpressing, also, disapproval of the

course pursued by the leaders of the robellion, was received from the several chiefs
lii




4
N
)
"
,
'S
l\
",
N

ry "Il x

49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

and headmen of the bands on the Touchwood Hills' reserves. Chiefs Pasquah and
Muscowpstung, of the Qu’Appolle valley reserve, forwarded a similar dospatch.

The Tndians on tho various reserves formerly embraced in the Indian Head
agency, notwithstandicg the provailing excitoment, planted about one thousand
and six hundred acres of land. It will thus bo scen that they were not idle.

The health of the Indians of this agency daring last winter was better, and
tho death rato much lower, than was the case the previous year,

Tho agent reports that the Indisns aro beginning to regard their reserves as
their homes, and to keep on them more continuously.

Sohools were established on Littlo Black Bear's reserve, in the File Hills, and
on Chief Gordon's reserve, in the Touchwood Hills, The former proved ansuccess-
ful, s the children would not attend, and their parents were quite indifferent about
it School houses have also been erected on the reserves of Pasqua, in the Qu'Ap-
pelle valley, and on Long Lodge's reserve, at Indian Head ; and the erection of a
school house has been commenced on Little Child’s reserve, at Crooked Lakes,

The industrial school at Qu’Appelle, established in 1884, is conducted in the
interests of the Indian youth of the territory covered by Treaty No. 4.

The Indian bands whose reserves are comprised within what was until recently
known as the Indian Head agency number about three thousand nine hundred
and thirty-eight souls. They occupy four hundred and eighty-four dwellings,
own one hundred and twenty-oight barns and stables, have one thousand seven
hundred and soven acres under tillage, of which three hundred and eighty-two acres
were newly broken this year, and one thousand nine hundred and forty-two imple-
ments and five hundred and twenty-three heads of live stock in use. They raised
thirteen thousand three hundred and ten bushels of produce and cut one thousand
two hundred and (nrt’v nine tons of hay. The value of the fish and furs eaptured
by them is estimated at $19,150; and their other indastries at 81,405,

The Indian bands in the Birtle agency evince au increased interest in agri-
cultare, They planted more extensively than in sny previous season and did &
large amount of summer fallowing. Although some of the Indians of this agency
were, from the same malign influences which were broaght to bear upon those of the
adjacent agency of Indian Head, somowhat excited when the rebellion broke out,
their agent reports that they all behaved well, and nover csused him the slightest
uneasiness, bt made greater exertion than in any previous year towards becom-
ing selfsupporting, and generally conductod themsolves s if thoy had no sym.
pathy with the rebellion, The more timid Indians fled to the mountains, in order
t0 get as far away as possible from the sceno of the troublos.

liii
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The Assiniboine bands of Pheasant Rump and Ocean Man, whose reserves
are in tho Moose Mountains, suffered severely during last winter and spring from
consumption and scrofula. The death rato was very heavy. Medical assistanco
was afforded the sick, and every thing that was possible was done 1o alleviate
their sufferings. Theso bands have done very well during the past sesson in
farming, and bave taken good care of their cattlo. A school house has been
erected for the children of both bands.

The Creo band, whose reserve is sitnated at tho base of the Moose Mountains,
have also made considerablo progress. Tho general health of this band was much
better than that of their Assiniboine neighbors.

The band under The Gambler, whoso reserve is on tho Assiniboine, at the
mouth of Silver Creck, exhibited considerable encrgy, and had, as & rosult, good
crops and well fonced fields. They summer-fallowed some of their land, and a fair
quantity of new land was ploughed. As much cannot bo said for their neighbors
and kinsmen, the Indians of Chief Way-way-se-ca-po’s band, whoso resorve is
located on Bird Tail Creek. They do not appear to be making much progress in
agriculture, although a great doal jof attention has been given them, with that
object in view.

The Indians whoso resorva is situated at Riding Mountains subsist principally
by hunting, at which they aro very successful, and manage to live well. They,
however, planted moro land than usual the past scason, besides breaking up a
quantity of new land. A school is conducted on the resorve,

On'the reserve at Rolling River & good crop was put in, but the Indians
owning this tract have not yet settled permanently upon it.

The three bands whoso reserves are situated in the vicinity of Fort Pelly
have continued to merit the commendation of the officers of the Department by
their industry and general good conduct. A school is conducted on each of theso
rosorves, The band of the late Chief Coté have now over one hundred cattle on
their reserve.

The three bands of Sioux Indians whose reserves are situsted respectively on
Bird Tail Creek, Oak River and Oak Lake, have made commendable progross.
They have now three hundred cattl on the soveral reserves, and many of them
cultivate large fields of grain and roots.

A school is conducted on the reserve on Bird Tail Creek.

Mauny of these Indians offered their services to the Govornment as scouts dur-
ing the recent troubles on the Saskatohewan. The mortality among them from
consumption and serofula has been considerable.

liv
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The agent for the bands and reserves in this agoncy roports that  the constant
ery is for more agricultaral implements ; and many reapers, mowers and waggons
are being scquired whenever an opportunity offors.”

The population of the bands in the Birtle agoncy is about two thousand three
hundred and thirty souls. These Indians accupy two hundred and sixty-two
dwellings, own one hundred and twenty-two barns and stables, have one thou-
sand five hundred and eighteen acres under tillage, of which three hundred and
twentysix acres were newly broken this year; have in use cno thousand threo
hundred and fifty-seven implements, and ono thousand and sighty-threo cattlo and
other live stock. They raised fourteen thousand four hundred and ninety-five
bushels of produce and cut two thousand and sixty tons of hay. The value of the
fish and fars captured by them is estimated at $23,180.

BRITISH COLUMBIA,

Tn consequence of & very serious accident which befel the Indian Reserve
Commissioner at the time he was about o enter on bis duties in the field, and by
which he has been confined to the house for several months, the work of allotting
reserves to the Indian bauds of this Province was not resumed this season. Two
surveying parties have, however, been engaged in ranning the boundaries of some
of the reserves already assigned the Indians, and as the work of alloting the reserves
had been pushed far in advance of the surveys,the temporary suspension of the former
work, were it not for the dissppointment occasioned thereby to the Indians, who
aro naturally anxious to have thoir reserves thus far, defined, would not be of
material consequence. It is hoped, however, that the resumption of the work
carly in the ensuing spring will dissipate any uneasiness or imputience which its
temporary suspension may have engendered in the minds of the Indians,

The provisions of the law prohibiting the celebration of “potlach” foasts and
“ tamanawa"” dauces, which camo into force on the 1st January, 1835, met, as was
10 be expected, with considerable opposition at some points. The Indians will,
however, doubtless, gradually cease to opposo the same, and as the celebration of
theso heathen obsorvances is discontinued, and they bacome more enlightencd,
they will regard thoir abolishment as benefivial, instead of heing, as some of them
now think, au ivjury to them.

The Tndians of this Provinco are apparently making good use of the lands
allotted to thom. Considerablo quantities of produce are raised from the arable
land, and the herds of cattle owned by Indians to whom grazing lands have been
assigned are yearly increasing in numbor, A serious difficulty exists in respoct to
‘water for irrigation, and it is greatly to bo regrotted that an apparent preference,
which acts very prejadicially for the Indians, is given by those in chargo of such
mattors o tho rights ofother poopla. - In the fnterior of the Proviaseland without
v
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the requisite quantity of water to fortilizo it s useloss. And although frequent and
urgent representations have boen made o the local suthorities in regard to the
roquirements of the Indians in this respect, their claims to consideration have boen,
up to the present time, neglected, and in some instances ignored.

As tho Indian superintendent for the Province remarks in his roport, which
will bo found among the appendices published herewith, it is fortunate that the
work of railway construction, so extensively carried on in the Province for soveral
yoars past, has afforded the Indians of the interior tho moans of obtaining a liveli-
hood. Bat now that this work is drawing o & close tho Indians will bo obliged to
tarn their attention ively to agri to procare a subsi ; and their
discontentmeut will be greatly increased when they find that owing to the want of
water for irrigation their labor will generally bo barren of result. The sales made
by tho Department of Lands and Works of British Columbia of certain lands that
had previously been allotted to Indians has not served to reassure the minds of the
Iatter. And the impossibility at several points of procuring from uosold Crown
lands cither safficiont or suitablo allotments for tho Indiaus of the locality has
tended to increase the embarrassment. The only way to overcome this diffisalty
would appear o be to purchase lands for them.

The existing complications in connection with Indian management in this
Proviace have been also greatly sugmented by the action of the Provincial Govern-
ment in instructing their officials to refase the use of court houses, gaols and
the services of constables to Indian agents, who, acting in the capacity of magis-
trates, decline to pay over to the Government of British Columbia the fines imposed
and collected under the Indian Act, 43 Vic., cap. 22, sec. 90, which inter alia directs
that one moiety of the fine shall be paid to the informer or prosecutor and the other
‘moiety to Her Majesty, to form part of the fund for the benefit of the band of
Indians with respect to one or more members of which the offonce was committed.

Tudian matters on the north-west coast have been peaceablo during the past
year. The presence of a stipeudiary magistrate there has had a beneficial effect,

The depression in the fish-canning businoss has affocted prejudioially the
Indians of those regions, who formerly obtained lucrative employment at tho
numerous establishments engaged in this icdustry. Numbers of Indians, in conso-
quence of many of the canneries being closed, have boon obliged to seel their
subsistenco from other sources.

COWICHAN AGENOY.

The agent’s report as to the moral tone of the Cowichan Indians is not very
gratifying. The railway construction which is being procoeded with in the district
has affcoted them projudicially in that respect, owing to the increased fa

vi

r—

R — S —



R R R R R R RO ————,

49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

afforded them for obtaining spirituous liquor; and the prohibitory monsures
adopted by the Indian agent in the effort to stop tho traffic have been greatly
thwarted by the rofusal of the Provincial authorities to allow him to uso the court
bouse in trying cases of infractions of the liquor ciauses of the Indian Act, or the
gaol for the imprisonment of parties convicted of the same.

These Indians have rocontly asked for and been accorded the privilege of
having the Indian Advancement Act of 1884, applied, to them ; and it is hoped
that there will bo a consequent early change for the better in the condition of
‘matters in this community.

At Comox, with the exception of the sub-division by survey of th

and theallotment of locations thereon, thero is nothing oncouraging to record. The
agent reports that at the village on Comox Bay dopravity and filth provail.

At Qualicam the condition of matters is more envouraging. The Indians are
industrious, engaging iu the industries of curing salmon and of extracting oil from

At Hellett, during the absenco of the majority of the male portion of the com-
‘munity, the Chemainus band lost by bush firos nearly all their crops and fences.
Much valusble timber was likewise destroyed. The fires extendod also to Valdes
and Kuper Islands, carrying dostruction in their train,

Tn Cowichan valley, owing toa large “potlach” foast, which continued for
almost one month, the Indians failed to plant as much land as was done last year.
The number of Todians gathered on the above occasion is estimated to have been
two thousand, and they were fed at the expense of the chief, Lobar, who gave the
“potlach " and his friends, The alleged object of this “ potlach " was to enable Chief
Lohar and his family to pay off thoir dobts, by returning the prosents they had
received at former “ potlaches.”

The Indian population of this agency is stated at two thousand and eighty-
soven, They have ono thousand five hundred and twenty-eight acres under culti-
‘vation, twenty-sight acres of which were newly broken during this year, They
raised six thousand six hundred and fiftysix bushels of produce and cut five
hundred and two tons of hay. No estimate is given of the valuo of the fish and
furs captared, or of the rovenue derived by these Indians from other industries,

WEST COAST OF VANCOUVER ISLAND.

The Indians of this ageny, like others living on the coast, have folt tho dopres-

sion in the fish-canning enterprise; and the fur of the seal, which they hunt

extensively, having dopreciated in valuo, and the price of fish oil having also consi-
Ivii
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derable lowered, they were obliged to obtain the means of subsistence by laboring
at hop-picking, and at other employments, in the United States,

It is gratifying to lern that st Hesquiat the Indians havo abandoned the
heathen custom of buying their wives, and have adopted thorito of marrige; also,
that the young members of the band are abandoning the ue of theold « rancherie,”
a large building, like a barn, in which & number of Indian families lodge together,
and are building separate dwelling houses. There is a school in operation at this
‘point, which is well attended.

At Ky-u Kaht the Indians appear to boin comfortable circumstances, There is
a school in operation on this reserve.

At Alberni matters appear to be improviog. Somo of the Indians are building
bouses, being desirous of giving up the old custom of living in common in
“ rancheries.”

The Indians of this agency number three thousand four hundred and
fourty-five souls. They raised four thousand and seventy bushels of produce,
cut two tons of hay, cultivated eight acres of land, of which two acres wore newly
broken this year. The value of the fish and fars captured by thom is estimated a
$21,150 ; and they are stated to have rea'ized from other indastries 811,600,

BAST 00AST OF VANCOUVER ISLAND AND PART OF WEST OOAST OF BRITISH COLUMBIA,

Tt is pleasing to learn from the agent’s report that there are indications of
improvement, both pbysically and morally, in the Kwawkewlth Indians who
inhabit these regions. And as a natural result an increase in the population of
some of the bands is observable. A school is in operation at Alert Bay ; and the
energetic missionary who superintends it proposes, it is reported, to open schools
also at Boaver Harbor, and at the Laich-kuil-tach village, near Cape Mudgo.

The Indian population of this agency is one thousand nine hundred and sixty-
nine. The valuo of the furs captured by them is estimated at$3,770; and from
other industries they are stated to have realized $522.50.

LOWER FRASER AGENCY.

The numerous bands in this agency are very favorably roported of by their
agent. They are desoribed as . well-behaved, honest and progressive people. The
abundance of fish caught and the large yield obtained by them from the soil have
placed them in comfortable circumstances for the winter. The population is
increasing. Their health has boon, for the most part, good.

L regrot to have to report the total destruction, last spring, by fire, of the
villigo of the Somalcon band in the Douglas distriot. They are to spend tho
Iviii
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winter at Pemberton Meadows, with their kinsmen, and propose rebuilding their
houses in the ensuing spring.

Many of the Indians in this agency occupy well built and comfortably far-
nished houses, and altogether their condition is very satisfactory, which is, no
doubt, largoly attributable to the attention bestowed upon them by their agont,
Mr, P, McTiernan,

They number four thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven souls. They have
two thousand one hundred and forty-nine acres under cultivation, of which four
hundred and thirty-six acres were newly broken this year. They raised thirty-
six thousand eight hundred and forty-four bushels of produce and cut one thousand.
threo hundred and sixty-one tons of hay. The valuo of tho fish canght by them
was $20,545, and of the furs captured $18,830.

THE LILLOOET OR WILLIAMS' LAKE DISTRIOT.

The Indians of this district do not appear to be decressing in nambor. In
addition to the information supplied in his report for 1884, which was published
with my report for that year, the agent for this section of the Province, having
since visited Seaton and Anderson Lakes, and two reserves on the west of the
Frasor, belonging to the Pavillion and Bridge River bands—parts which he had not
proviously inspected—furnishes some interesting information regarding the
aborigines of those localities. He reports tho means of procuring a subsistence
possessed by the Tndians of the first named places to be extromely limited, their
land being of poor quality, as a rule, and thoir fisheries inferior. Ho gives
welldesorved praiso to the Roman Catholic missionaries who are lsboring
in theso regions, for the untiring zeal and energy displayed by them in the
endoavor to improve the moral condition of the Indians, and he states that the
effoot of the same is to bo seen in tho genersl good conduct of these Indians.

A ploasing account is given of the industry of the Indiavs of Bridge River in
cultivating any land that is or can be made, by irrigation, arablo; and the work
dono by thom in making ditches, in order to bring the water to their lands, cer-
tainly proves them to be possessed of more than ordinary perseverance and energy.

On the reserve proviously referred to as belonging to th Pavillion Indians,
the rosident Indian familios are able to maintain themselves by farming.

It was expected by the Chileotin Indians, as well as by the Dopartment, that
their reserves would have been assigned them during tho past season; but in con-
soquence of the unfortunate accident which befel the Reserve Commissioner, and
‘which is elsewhere alluded to, that work has beon unavoidably postponed until
next season. The Chilcotin bands are commended by their agent for their good

conduct during’the past year. b
ix
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The Tndians owning tho resorve at Aloxandria have shown remarkable industry
in their sgricultural operations. It is to bo regrotted that they should bo so
greatly hindered by tho want of water for fortilizing purposes.

Salmon and berries having boen abundant, th numerous bands of this agency
will bo able o subsist during the winter on tho quantitios of those articlos of diet
preserved by them, as well as on such products of the soil as they havo boen
able to store away.

Partios guilty of infractions of the liquor clauses of the Indian Aot have been
vigorously prosecuted, and & number, on conviotion, were fined ; and in ono caso the
Ticense to sell liquor was cancelled by the authorities. But the action of tho Pro-
vincial Government, in refusing tho uso of court houses, gaols and constablos to
Tndisn agents when scting in the capacity of magistrates, as the Indian Aot em-
powers them o doin respoct of all violations of its provisions, will here, as else-
where, greatly impedo tho proper administration of justice, 8s similar cases of
violation of the law occur,

The Indian agent for the district after stating that the general conduct of
the Indians had been good, concludes his report with tho significant remark that
« had each reserve a fow acres of agricultural land for each family of the tribe,
these Tndians would be happy and contented.”

The Indian population of the district is two thousand and thirty-four. They
have six hundred and seventy-three acres under cultivation, ono hundred and thirty-
five acres of which were newly broken this year; they raiced twelve thousand
four hundred and forty-five bushels of produce and cut two hundred and_ seventy
tons of hay. They own three thousand two hundred and thirty heads of live stock.
The valuo of the furs captured by them is estimated at $2,350.

KAMLOOPS AND OKANAGAN AGENCY.

Tho general condition of the Indians of this agency may be described s
encouraging, and by their own efforts, they are, for tho most part, in com-
fortablo circumstances; but in many of their roserves their endeavors to
cultivate the soil have been greatly impeded, owing to the want of water
for irrigation; while the insufficiency of arable land in most of the tracts
allotted to them, even whero the resorves are extensive in ares, when contrasted
with tho industry displayed in many instances in making the most of the limited
quantity they have, dispels the erroncous impression entertained and so freely
given expression to, that the Indiaus of the interior of the Provinco have been
allotted more land than they require or will ever use. As an illustration, it will be
seen on reference to the two reports of the local agont, published with the other
appendicos to this report, that the Skuzzy band of tho Nhia-kap malo tribs, dosire

. x
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to purchase additional land from the Government to supplement tho arsble land
contained in thoir reserve.

The Indians of the interior being sensible of the fact that they havo really
but little cultivable land, and of the necessity for water to irrigate the samo being
allowed them, feel doeply the encroachments by white and Chinese sottlers upon
the tracts allotted to thm, as well as the difficulties encountered by them in
obtaining the requisite supply of water. The majority of them are industrious ;
many of them enterprising, owning largo and increasing herds of live stock,
Such Indians deserve encouragement instead of the opposite treatment; and it
s in the interest of good government and for the public weal that the grievances
under which they labor shall be removed without farther delay.

The agent for theso districts supplies, in his roports, interesting information in
rolation to each band and reserve. He treats of the Indians of the Kamloops dis-
trict in one report, and of those of Okanagan in another,

The Tndian population of the two districts numbers two thousand seven hun-
dred and six souls. They occupy six hundred and fifty-four dwellings, own one
hundred and fifty-six barns and stables, have three hundred and eighty-six acres
under tillage, of which fifty-six acres wero newly broken this year; they own eight
hundred and five implements and four thousand five huudred and fifty-threo heads
of live stock, they raised ono thousand six hundred and ninety-five bushels of
produce and cut two hundred and eighty tons of hay. Tho valuo of fish caught by
them is estimated at §5,095; and the furs captured at $4,810; and from other
industries they are believed to have realized $6,280.

ACCOUNTANT'S BRANCH.

The amount at the credit of the Indian Fand, which consists of all moneys which
have accrued from snnuities secured to the Indians under treaty, as well as from
sales of land surrendered by them to be sold for their benefit, and which fands are
held in trust for the benefit of numerous Indian tribes and bands, was, on the 30th
June, 1885, $3,260,115.52 capital and interest, being a decrease of $11,794,50 when
compared with the amount at the credit of the fand on the same date last yoar,

Tho expenditure from the same fand during the fiscal year amounted to
$207,787.76, being $26,320.86 more than last year's expenditure,

The following statement shows the expenditure on account of the parliamen-
tary appropriations during the samo period :—

Manitoba and North-West. $1,008,930 43

Nova Scotia. 4,903 68
New Brunswick. 4,889 19
Prince Edward Ieland 1,861 81
British Columbia 51,988 95
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Accounts kept and balanced daily, twohandred and thirty—boing fifteen more
than those of last year.

Pay choques issued, six thousand five hundred and oighty-threo—being one
thousand two hundred and eighty-three in oxcess of those issued last year,

Certificates for credits, eighty—being eighty-five loss than last year.

Statoments with vouchers forwarded to the Auditor-Goneral, sixty.

Statement B, placed herewith, and the subsidiary statements, Nos. 1 to 60, in-
clusive, which follow it, contain details of revenus and expenditure in connection
with the respective tribal accounts ; and Statement C 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and the seven-
teen subsidiary statements, from A to P, following, supply similar information:with
respect to tho Parliamentary appropriations for Indian purposes.

LAKD SALES BRANCH.

The quantity of land sold during the year for tho benefit of the Tadians was
nine thousand six hundred and twenty. oight acres. Tho sales of these lands amounted
to $13,183.23.

‘The approximate quantity of Indian land now in the hands of the Departmont
for disposal is 465,859 acres,

‘The collections on account of old snd now sales of land and timber amounted
to $73,265.08,

The collections on account of rent amounted to $16,220.61.

The total amount of purchaso money and interest thereon in arrear on land
sales on the 30th June last amounted to $358,207.51.

Tabalar Statement No. 1, which will bo found among. the appendies to this
report, contains particulars in respect to the various lots and quantity of land sold
in each township during the year. It also shows tho area of land in each town-
ship remaining unsold,

GENERAL DUSINESS.

Location tickets issued and entered.
The number of new sales entered.
The number of payments on leases ente
Agents' returns examined snd entered.
Assignments of lands examined and rogistered.
Descriptions for patents propared aad registere
Patents examined and despatehed...
Patents cancelled .
Sales of lard cancelled. 15
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TEHNIO OB SURVEY BRANOW.

The general occupation of the staff of this branch of the Department inclades
the making and copying of plans, and the reductions and enlargements, &., con-
nected with tho same; the examination of all plans and field notes of surveys; tho
preparation of instructions for surveys; making tracings; giving descriptions, and
taking out areas; also reporting ou various subjoots and accounts in connection
with such surveys and maps of reserves, &o; preparation of architectural draw-
ings, designs and specifications.

Under thehead of “ Surveys " the following work was accomplished during the
year ending 315t Decomber, 1835.

SURVEYs, &o.

The number of tracings made wero.

do sketches made...

Under the head of  Architecture,” consisting of plans, clevations, &., and speci-
floations of houses, storehouses, agents’ offices, baras, blaoksmiths shops, root-
houses, &c :

ARCHITECTURE.
The number of original drawing sets. 5
do i 12
do 12
do 12
do 3

STATISTIOS AND SCHOOL BRANCH,

One thousand three hundred and eighty-threo files received, on most of which
reports and recommendations were made to the Deputy Minister.

Fivo hundrod and sighty one quarterly school returns examived and entered
in & book kept for that purpose.

Threo hundred and sixty-threo requisitions for school techers' salaries checked,
and entered in school schedule for payment.

All quarterly and yearly statements of the Dopartmontal property under the
cars of the various officers of the Departmont examined and reported upon.
Ixili
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Four hundred pairsof blankets addressed and shipped for Indians in Ontario and
Quetec. '

School material addressel and sent out to the various schools,

Circulars calling for annual reports issued, and synopsis of the latter, and of the
tabular statements made ; besides attending to many smaller matters of less note,

CORBESPONDENCE AND REGISTRY BRANCHES.

The number of lotters received during the year was sixteen thousand five hun-
dred and twenty-five, boing an incroaso of ono thousand soven hundrod and forty-
soven over the yoar 1884.

The number of letters written was fourteen thousand and fifteen, covering cigh-
teen thousand two hundred and thirty-nine folios, boing an increase of two thousand
and seventy-onolettors and two thousand two hundred and thirty-two folios over last
year,

Memoraads, reports, &e., covering one thousand seven hundred and forty-four
folios.

Besides the above, there s 8 lar o amount of work done, in the shape of memor-
anda for lottors to bo written and for things to bo done,reports on aceounts, on schools,
on returns of property, on retarns of supplios issued and in store ; on claims to and on
other matters respecting Mind transactions. Numerous searches have also to be
frequently made for documents and for information in respect to past transaotions,
Of this work 1o rocord has been or can be conveniently kept.

Placed herewith will bo found the reports for the past year, which have been
received from the commissioners, superintendents and agents connected with the
outside service of this Department ; also the usual statoment showing the population
of the various tribes and bands of Indians in the several Provinces, Districts and
Territories of the Dominion ; and a statement showing the property owned, produce
raised, and the value of the other industries followed by the Indians; likewise a
statement of the condition of the various industrial institutions and schools con-
ducted in the interests of the Indians of the Dominion. Tho various tribal accounts
kept with Indian bands, and the appropriation accounts, as previously stated, are
also publishod as appendices to this report.

All respectfully submitted,
JOHN A. MACDONALD,
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.
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